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Asight—not to tell, but to dream of
Pl olo by Hemen Baryg.

Knawn as ‘Kolochi Gach in A

The Guru Nanak Auditorium under construction. Pitcher plant v 3 .
When Qomi:sleled it will fulfil a lcng-felt need of the — specimen wlgrﬁ!_ggmgf SLi,
students, It is proposed ta house the Reading Excursion Party of the Depariment -
m and some "&?a_run_mxl Rooms on the

‘of this Auditorium.
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The Editorial

5 he present student unrest is a serious matter for all those people who have
a genuine concern for the future of the country as well as of the younger genera-
tion. The meeting in October last convened by the U.G.C. to discuss the situation,
shows that both the government and the educationists are anxious to put a stop
to this undesirable development in the country. Different people have put forward
various views regarding the cause of the student unrest and most of them share
the common view that there prevails a sense of frustration in the youth of the
country at present. We think that this is no less due to the unhealthy atmos-
phere prevailing in the country than due to Government's inability to create a
sense of security in the future of the student and to provide ample facilities to

engage him in constructive works. .

This is a point, we, all should ponder over. Why does the student run
away from the classroom to take part in agitation ? Is it because he is tem-
paramentally involved in it ? Does he possess an inherent liking for destroying
public properties ? The answer, we think, is an emphatic no. There are obviously
two answers to these questions. First, the classroom or the institution, in which a
student studies, does not have sufficient attraction to keep him wholly attached to it.
It is true both in what the student gets during his stay in the institution and in
what he expects to get after he comes out of it. Secondly, the agitation which
beckons to him is very often about something vitally connected with his life in
the society. So it is not proper for the elders to blame the students outright for
the disturbances caused by them, The whole problem should be studied objectively



and dispassionately and some ways and means should be found out to remove
Jor ever, the root-cause of the problem.

Since independence, there has been an unprecedented expansion in the field
of education. This popular enthusiasm of the common people for education is no
doubt a good sign. But we must not ignore the fact that the expansion has
not been very systematic and well-planned. Moreover, a lot of sub-standard edu-
cational institutions have been established in the country and consequently quality
has suffered. Most of the educational institutions lack the facilities that should be
provided to the students. Moreover, the students, particularly of the general colleges,
are uncertain about their future because of dearth of employment opportunities in the
country. Under these circumstances we find in the educational institutions of our
country, some angry young men, whose future is an uncertainty. The case of
those students studying in the technical institutions is, of course, different. That
is why, we find that these students rarely join any agitation. When they do, they
do it for the fulfilment of their grievances and not for any other reasons.

The behaviour of an individual or of a community is, to alarge extent, related
with and dependent on the social enviromnent. One cannot live a life according
to one’s ideals, if the society in which he lives, is at rebellion with them. What
are our present surroundings like ? Are they congenial to living a life based on
the high ideals of life ? It will be denying the fact if we answer the question in
the affirmative. Materialism has invaded the ancient Indian ideal of life. Petty
politics has made the moral principles of life less important. Industrial develop-
ment has shattered the old structure of the society, but it has not been able
to free the people of the country from wants, cares and anxieties.

The old order has changed yielding place for none better. As a result the
environment now is vitiated by corruption and such other social evils. The
young man is traditionally and temparamentally idealistic in his outlook. In the
classroom also he is taught to live a life of right values. But his surroundings
teach him that it is not possible for him to live such a life. He finds it completely
at variance with what he learns. So his ideals are shattered, his belief in the
human values is shaken and his learning seems to be an illusion to him. We
must consider the behaviour of the restless students against this background.

The recent food agitation by students, for example, is the bitter expression
of accumulated anger at the corruption, adulteration and unlawful hoarding of
Jood grains by a section of the traders and the Government’s complete inefficiency
in handling the situation. The anti-hoarding drive by the students revealed these
corruptions of the traders and brought to light the inefficiency of the Supply
Department. The political atmosphere of the country is also largely responsible
Jor the student disturbances. Politicians very often indulge in tall talk about the
sanctity of student life or the need for whole-hearted devotion to learning. But
zhey are the most unscrupulous sort and can do anything for the realisation of
zheir political ends. As such they do not hesitate to take the advantages of the
students whenever they find the opportunity. That there is a relation between
politics and most of the student-disturbances, is a fact. Were it not so, why
would we have seen a series of such disturbances just on the eve of the election ?

There is no doubt, that behind most of the student disturbances, at present are

thre unscrupulous politicians and that the general unrest prevailing in the country
is responsible for the outburst of these disturbances. '
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We do not intend to hold a brief for the students. We have simply tried
to analyse the real causes behind the present unhappy happenings in the country.
Proper diagnosis is essential before any remedial action can be taken. The country
needs a thorough check up in all its spheres. The utmost need of the hour is
bold leadership which can steer clear of the obstacles that stand on the way
of bringing about a radical change for a better atmosphere in the country. The
Students too have an important role to play in this context. We must be too mature
to be the puppets under the pulls of the politicians’ strings. We must realise
our responsibility fully well and devote our energies in building up of our coun-
try. Politics we should study but to take part in party politics, while we are students,

will be detrimental to our studies towards which should be directed our concen-
trated efforts.

The youth of the country has a particular role to play in this critical
period of our country. We must not indulge in any sort of violence but we should
try to clear the society of all evils. We should be so prepared that when we
come out of the educational institutions after the completion of our studies, we can
fight all the enemies of our society and pave the way jfor a new one free from
all evils. It is a challenge of the time and we, the youths of the country, must
be prompt and courageous enough to accept it.




Romanticism and

Modern Poetry

The term  Romanticism with which the
names of Wordsworth, Coleridge, Shelley and
Keats are specially associated, has been so
variously defined that its significance seems
to be elusive. Walter Pater calls it the
“Renascence of wonder.” To Watts-Dunton
Romanticism is ‘“‘strangeness added to beauty’;
to Goethe ‘“‘Romanticism is disease, classi-
cism is health.”

Now, Romanticism is a special kind of
expression of life and literature which differs
from that of its previous age, the Augustam
age of Pseudo-classicism. Dryden and Pope,
the high priests of that Sham-classicism,
laid much emphasis upon the decorum, order
and clarity in literary form and upon the
social order or rather the outward beha-
viour and manners of social life. To be
stylists they went even so far asto create a
special kind of poetic language which had its
limits in poetry alone. But Romanticists
like Wordsworth  discarded the
of this poetic language altogether. In his
preface to the “‘Lyrical Ballads” of 1798
which marks the advent of Romanticism,

adoption

Bimalendu Debnath
3rd year, Arts

Wordsworth deciares that the language of
poetry should be the language of common
speech. And as regards the choice of subject
matter adopted in the Lyrical Ballads, Words-
worth said, ‘“Humble and rustic life was
generally chosen because in that condition,
the essential passions of the heart find a
better soil in which they can attain their
maturity, are less under restraint and speak
a plainer and more emphatic language.”
The Romanticists could not be satisfied with
the surface of things. They introspected the

mystery all around them and tried to inter-
In his “Ode on

pret it in different terms. _
the Intimations of Immortality” Words-
worth says,

“To me the meanest flower that blows can give
Thoughts that do often lie too deep for tears.”

One distinguishing characterstic of the
Romanticists is the imaginative faculty which

despite significant differences on points of
detail, was inherent 1n Blake, Coleridge,



Wordsworth,  Shelley and Keats. With
Dryden and Pope it has really no substantial
value and as such they dared not create
new worlds of their own with this faculty
which the Romanticists did. This imagina-
tion appealed so vehemently to Blake, the
Precursor of Romanticism, that he says,
.. “This world of Imagination is the world
of Eternity.”” Coleridge also speaks with
the same conviction when he says :—

“The Primary Imagination I hold to be
the living power and Prime Agent of all
human perception and as a repetition in the
finite mind of the eternal act of creation is the
Infinite I am.”

We can call the Elizabethan Shakespeare
a true Romanticist when he makes his crea-
tions like Hamlet, Othello and Macbeth who
reveal their inner feelings and interpret
the mysterious existence all around them
and when he makes Theseus says.

“The poets’ eye, in a fine frenzy rolling
Doth glance from heaven to earth,
from earth to heaven
And as imagination bodies forth
The forms of things unknown, the poets’ pen
Turns them to shapes and gives to airy
nothing
A local habitation and a name.”

Now we come to modern Poetry. But
when we use such words as ‘modern’ or
‘modernity’, we should not err that it should
exclusively exist in our present-day literature.
The word ‘modern’ can be pushed back
and back. Even Catulls, a figure of some
centuries ago sounds modern when Robert
Bridges of yesterday does not sound so in
some parts of his writings. The modern
‘tone’ is simply the tone that appeals to us
in our situations and that tone may exist
to some extent in literature of any age. More-
over, the term °‘modern’ is a relative one.
Now, that modern poetry is marked by com-
plexity and obscurity is all-acknowledged.
The complaint needs an acute observation.
This complexity is at one with the growing
complication in the organisation of the world.
Society has ceased to be local and organic,

many older customs, habits and traditions
have fallen into decadence and a universal
culture-complexity has steeped into  the
poetry of our age. Romantic poetry flouri-
shed in an age when science was in its in-
fancy and the world could walk forward
to a better future with hopeful and wonder-
ing eyes.

But ours is an age marked by the tre-

mendous advancement in the different bran-
ches of science and the two great world
wars and a resulting growing suspicion and

conflict. Men run in vain after so many
‘isms’ to quench their individual thirst like
men in desert running after mirage. And
the picture of a choked up, pale, frustrated
and disillusioned society with its thousands
of fears has been reflected in the poetry of
the day which, in its turn, has naturally

become broken and stuccoed in its rythm.

As a matter of fact, modern poets cannot
uphold the sacred ideals of nature of the
Romanticists, their imaginative feelings and
their easy elegance. Modern poets turned
aside all these things of the Romanticists
and have created a new track of their
own.

The study of modern poetry is inseparable
from the study ofIdeas. Amongst so many
Ideas of this age especially Karl Marx’s
socialism has influenced such modern poets

of the thirties as W. H. Auden, Cecil Day
Lewis, Stephen Spender and Macniece.
Love-poems permeated with the colour of

spiritualism have been replaced by materia-
listic ideas when Auden’s lover of ‘It’s no
use raising a shout” exclaims :—

“It’s no wuse raising a shout
No, Honey; you can cut that right out
I do not want any more hugs,
Make me some fresh tea, fetch
me some rugs,”

Again instead of the

abundant wu
words of the e bt

imaginative Romanticists, the

modern poets have practised the economy
in applying words. When we read the
gollowmg lines of Auden, it becomes evi-
ent :(—



Get there if you can and see the land
once were proud to own
Though the roads have almost vanished and

expresses never run.

Smokeless chimneys, damaged bridges
rotting wharnes and choked canals,

Tram lines buckled, smashed trucks lying
on their side across the rails.

Hitherto man was unaware of the in-
fluence of the subconscious upon the conscious
mind of his. Freud first brought this to the
people’s notice and his psychoanalysis has
got its reflection in much of the modern poetry.

The war has shattered the sacred ideals
of liberty, equaility and fraternity of the
Romanticists and a vacuum has been created
in the world of positive ideals.
poets of the past war period were Rupert
Brooke and Wilfred Owen, the former being
the bard of patriotic glory, the latter being
the mourner of the futility of war. The
dissatisfaction was also with the Roman-
ticists like Wordsworth, Shelley and Keats.
But their dissatisfaction was mitigated with
luminous optimistic ideals. Therefore, Words-
worth mourns the state of things ‘‘What
man has made of men” in his ‘Lines written
in early Spring”; and yet hesings of joy in
‘the widest commonality spread’. Shelley
would say inhis poem, “To a Skylark”—

look before and after
for what is not”

l‘we
And pine

and would cry
“I fall -upon the thorns of life, I bleed”
and yet at the same time would visualize
“If Winter comes, can Spring be far behind 7”

In like manner ° Keats also pronounces
with an aching heart the

“Weariness, fever and fret” of life with
the accompanying ideals of

“Beauty is truth, truth beauty”

The leading

But the modern poets only drudge in the
fathomless deep of darkness. For instance,
we see T.S. Eliot visualize the picture of an

“Unreal city
Under the brown fog of winter down,

A crowd flowed over London-Bridge
sO many
I had not thought death had undone
so many.”

Two movements, namely, the Imagist and
the Symbolist movements revolted against
the inflated medium of the Romantic poetry.
The Imagists experimented in verse of the
utmost economy and the most careful possi-
ble selection of concrete words to present
visual images. This movement and the
application of it in Modern English Poetry
has made itthe more complex to the com-
moners unless their minds are prepared to
accept it. The chief contributors to it
were, Ezra pound, Amy Lowell, F.S. Flint,
Hilda Doolittle, J. G. Fletcher, Richard
Adlington, T. S. Eliot, M. Moore, Miss Edith
Sitwell and T. E. Hulme.

The Symbolist group had got its inspira-
tion from Baudlaire of France who experi-
mented in the presentation of objects, moods
and ideas through the medium of emblems
and symbols. Amongst the English symbo-
lists we can count the names of John David-
son, Lionel Johnson, Ernest Dowson, Arthur
Symons and W. B. Yeats.

Avoiding the Romanticists’ elegant poetic
expression which in itself became a conven-
tion, later on, G. M. Hopkins has created a
new type of expression with certain jux-
taposition of nouns, verbs and adjectives
based upon “Sprung rythm.”

Both Wordsworth and the modern poets
like Eliot have written about common man.
But Wordsworthian type of common man
differs much in nature from that of Eliot’s.
Wordsworth’s common man is simple,
mnocent—reared up in nature and exposes
the very simplicity of heart. But Eliot’s
common man is not so. . He is intellectual,



aware of the diseases of the modern age, and
exposes his moods in disillusionment.
For illustration we may cite the example of
Gerontion while he exclaims,

“I have lost my passion, why should
I need to keep it
Since what is kept must be adulterated ?
I have lost my sight, smell, hearing
taste and touch

How should I use them for your closer
cantact ?”

The loss of faith in spiritualism is the
disease of modern scientific age and it is
lamented in “The second Coming” by Yeats.
He laments

“Things fall apart, the centre cannot hold
Mere anarchy isloosed upon the world.”

Such disillusionment was not in existence
in the Romantic period and as such the poets
of our time cannot be artificial in expressing
their moods to bring out the hidden mystery

of a flower or of a cuckoo bird and becoming
highly sensitive.

In conclusion, we can say that though
modern poets have revolted against the
Romantic ideals by not being mere visiona-
ries and by mnot soaring high above the
common ground, yet in them also we can
trace a bit of Romantic touch when they,
being tired of the fever and fret of the age,
seek refuge in a place like “The lake Isle
of Innisfree.” We may refer to Walter Dela
Maire’s ‘““‘Arabia” also in this context where

the poet tries to escape in an imaginary
world :
“Far are the shades of Arabia

Where the Princes ride at noon
'Mid the verdurous vales and thickets
Under the ghost of the moon.”

Thus the Romantic mood seems to be

getting the upper hand even when modern
poets in general are in open revolt
against it.*

*Read in the English Seminar on. 17.10.66

~



Devaluation of the
lm:lian nupee

Arun Kumar Chakraborty
3rd year, Arts.

The Government] of India, announced
on June 5, 1966, the devaluation of the
Indian Rupee by 36.5 percent in terms of
Silver and 67 percent in terms of Sterling etc.

According to the broadcast of the Finance
Minister, the important reasons which com-
pelled the Government to devalue the Indian
Rupee are (1) There was a disparity be-
tween the Internal Value and the external
value of the Rupee. Although the general
level of prices is 80 percent more than what
it was 10 years ago, yetthe external value
of the rupee had remained unchanged since
1949. As prices have not risen to this
extent in the main countries of the world
with whom India trades, our goods have
been meeting increasing resistance in foreign
markets. (2) Export . promotion measures

entitlements to exporters,
direct subsidies, tax credit certificates ctc.
have failed to boost up our exports. Hence
in order to increase our exports and thereby
our foreign earnings by overcoming price
resistance to our exports in foreign markets,
there was no alternative to devaluation.
(3) Apart from the developmental needs,
import requirements for the maintenance
of our economy have been steadily increa-
sing, following the growth of industrial
capacity as a result of our plans. Hence,
if devaluation had been delayed, then essen-
tial imports would have been seriously
affected thereby threatening mass unemploy-
ment. (4) Devaluation would provide
a better corrective to the price rise and
distortion of the past than the other re-
medical measures so far pursued.

such as import

The Government devalued the value
of the Indian Rupee with a view to reaping
some benefits from it. The most important
benefit that the country will get, is that
devaluation would increase the competitive
capacity of our exports. As a result of this
devaluation, the Government can restrict
imports and encourage exports. This is
because, if we import goods or materials
from the foreign countries, we will have
to pay a larger amount of rupees and as a
result the cost of production of our produce
will increase to a large extent which is in-
jurious to our economy. So the Govern-
ment will be compelled to restrict imports.
On the other side, our exports will be in-
creased to a large extent though we will get
less price than what we got previously.
Yet it would be helpful for the country to
sell all the exported articles at a lower rate
and thereby the country will earn a substan-
tial amount which is badly needed for our
industrial development. Devaluation by in-
creasing the foreign aids will enable the



Government to meet its development needs.
Our Government is now making draft for
the 4th Five Year Plan for our economic
developmeiit. Fot embracing all the finan-
¢lal requirements of the Fourth Plan, the
Government needs a large amount of money.
This money can only be realised from the
foreign  countries. So  finding no other
alternative our Government accepts the
Suggestion given by the World Bank. The
tomplianice with the suggestion will enable
India to get the necessary foreign assistance

from the ‘Aid India ConSottium.’
'_lt is, of course, true that by virtue of
this devaluation, the country will be able

to redp several benefits j yet there are also
- thahy bad effects which cannot be ignored.
The most important evil of devaluation is
that it will aggravate the already existing
inflationary  forces. The general level of
prices is 80 percent-higher than what it was
ten years ago. Devaluation, at this stage
of the economy will add fuel to the flames
of inflation.  Already prices of many com-
modities have started to rise by leaps and
bounds and many imported essential articles
have disappeared from the market. De-
valuation will be a boon to the black
marketeers, profiteers and hoarders who
will fully exploit the shortage of imported
articles and raise prices to sky-height. Asa
result of devaluation, the price of the imported
materials will be increased by nearly 58 percent.
India is mainly dependent on U.S.A. for
the supply of machinery and capital equip-

ments needed for the developmental plans.
As a result the prices of the imported
articles will rise. Moreover, the demand for
most of our exports is unelastic. As a

result, our exports will have to be sold at a
lower price. Devaluation will shake the
world’s confidence in the Indian economy.
India’s prestige abroad has gone ‘down asa
result of devaluation. '

Whatever may be the merits and de-
merits of devaluation, it becomes evident
that our economy will be distressed and
shaken to a large extent by devaluation.
The present condition of India is not very
good and stable, So in that condition,
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none could think of devaluation. Moreover,
we remember that, before 15 days of the
announcement of devaluation, our Finance
Minister and the Planning Minister declared

rightly that they could not even think
of devaluing the value of the rupee. But
after 15 days, all on a sudden, the Govern-
ment announced devaluation of the rupee.
So it becomes clear to us that the Govern-
ment was not willing to devalue the value
of the rupee, but it was forced to devalue
it as resumption of foreign aid was condi-
tional on devaluation of the rupee. The

there had been
pressure from the I.M.F.
for devaluing the Indian rupee. But this
advice, in effect, turned out to be an ulti-
matum—a condition for the resumption of

Finance Minister said that
advice but no

American and other foreign aids. In this
connection we may quote Paul Barcauy,
the well-known British Economist. He said

“It became evident after the visit of Mrs
Indira Gandhi that full resumption of Ameri-
can aid was conditional on devaluation of
the rupee. The case for that devaluation was
unanswerable. It was in every case a
‘Shotgun’ devaluation. It is extremely diffi-
cult to appreciate the logic behind the
pressure, that induced India to devalue.
Never was devaluation more justified by
orthodox evidence of the true value of the
currency and yet more unjustified by com-
mon sense.” Without any help from the
foreign countries, the finalisation of the Fourth
Plan will be further postponed. Thus it is
evident that World Bank’s advice was a
decisive factor which prompted the Govern-
ment to devalue the Indian rupee.

Devaluation is the most cruel decision.
Prices of the food grains have already started
torise by leaps and bounds. It will simply
encourage the inflationary spiral. Devalua-

tion was announced only a few months
ago, but within this short period, we are
facing a severe crisis of food grains resul-

ting from the rise of prices. It is true that
as a result of Pakistani Aggression of last
year our Government was compelled to
spend a large amount to save the bomb-
affected people and that is why, our economy
has been distressed to a large extent. And
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for this recason, a terrible scarcity of food
grains has been felt .in our country and
we are feeling the pinch of that scarcity.
But that is really not due to Pakistani
Aggression. That is due to the devaluation
of the Indian rupee. It is true that as a
result
to tide over the problems arising before us
with the loans given by the foreigners. Yet
it would be impossible for us to save
the present situation. The present condition
of our country is so deplorable that it has

become well-nigh impossible for the Govern-
ment to meet all the claims of the people
and as a result within a very short time,
a serious famine may break out in our
country which will cause a heavy loss of
men and power. But the Government
did not consider these things. Inspite of
all these gloomy possibilities, the Govern-
ment devalued the value of our currency.

They should atleast think that, if the value
of the currency is devalued, more money
will have to be spent for purchasing any
foreign goods or materials and as a result

of this devaluation, we shall be able.

the cost of production will rise. Nobody
will purchase our articles.  Devaluation
will only help the black marketeers, profiteers
and the hoarders who will take this golden
opportunity. So they will raise the prices
of the domestic goods as well as of the foreign
goods and these high prices will have to be borne
not by the Government but by the people.

From the above discussion it is quite
clear that our Government has totally failed
to tide over the present difficulties and it

was forced (o devalue the currency. By
devaluing the value of our currency the
Government.. has done something which

is detrimental to the progress of our economy.

It has shaken the world’s confidence in
Indian economy. After all, devaluation
is devaluation. It implies not only the

devaluation of the currency but also the
devaluation of the country’s honour, prestige
and integrity. So, it is quite difficult to
support the present devaluation as it is
quite unsuitable for the present condition
of our country.

He has a right to criticize who has a heart to help.

—Abraham Lincoln’

»  Two things indicate weakness—to be silent when it is
proper to speak, and to speak when it is proper to be silent.

—Persian proverb’

Ideas should be received like guests—in a friendly way,
but with the reservation that they are not to tyrannize their

host.

—Alberto Moravia

A goad memory is one trained to forget the trivial.
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—Clifton Fadiman



