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A Souvenior of Aryan Alumni Association, Guwahati published on occasion of Dimond
Jubilee of Arya Vidyapeeth College held on 21, 22 and 23rd September, 2018. Edited by

Partha Pratim Bharali.
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RAJ 3HAVAI
GUWAHATI

Prof. Jagdish Mukhi

MESSAGE

I am glad to know that on the occasion of Diamond Jubilee Year of
Arya Vidyapeeth College, its Alumni Association is publishing a souvenir
christened ‘Pratichhanda’. My heartiest congratulations to the past and
present students of Arya Vidyapeeth College on this occasion.

The greatness of an educational institution is always known by its
alumni. Positions held and the quality of activities rendered by the alumni
always determine the means of the institution. I am sure the Arya Alumni

Association is a reflection of Arya Vidyapeeth College and the intellectual
vibes the college has created all around.

I convey my best wishes to the editorial team of the souvenir all
success in its endeavour. I hope the souvenir is well read and appreciated.

W'
(Prof.Jagdish Mukhi)

Dated: September 12, 2018 Governor of Assam



QARG

freey3

S\O-08-305t

S ACLARIG]

w1 Rmgietts sRfiveTme S Tad! SRR wsie Faife 1R e Qia-2ia P
Rla1 "t Q3= emig ezl 54t 3fe Sfadte #ii2 92 9 e 0w |

Pl TR0z G2 STIeT Ol IR SR 6T A | 7R (XIS e R s ¥
oA AGAT HIGAR ACE! S TR 95 ANIEGE 7y | wders Fw Sz
sifo*TIel PPl 281 @B1 5151 783 928 | GIRANR B9Y& (Ifies Ao 5ift (o
CFOS MRS TP S19100 el Biad R St stz | [RfSq crae afsfre @i
G Bl e (OSEIe Aoy wifswe! e BfEte Sigames e I
o1 2pTifs R ©eifT Ao fMreite el (ORIE AR RN &S $RE | S 36,
TR e Qa-BId e Rregeae @y [ i sieesie <=
A TS FHIE SRACS NRRIETIINE 797 A53F 0 w0 SR [ae cras
93 7R ~fR e 279 | ©7#if{ O3 SR e 2id e To-[RITES L1 el
91 GfAce TRRieae Rupmsae el 2110 2SR cofeR 3fe S s |

@wﬁw%mﬁwwwmaﬁnwmwwﬁmwﬁma

( |I II‘ I)‘I

SRR, SN



Phone/Fax : 481-361-2261703 (O)
Mobile : +81 94351-00097
e-mail : jintusaikiaB4@gmail.comn

s Debabrata Haikia

Leader of tha Oppasiton
Assam Legislative Asssmbly
Dispur, Guwahati-781006.

Message

I am extremely happy to know that a three-day programme
commencing Irom 217 September, 2018 is being organized w round
off the year-long Diamond Jubilee celebrations of Arva Vidyupeeth
College. For six decades this institution ol higher learning has. along
Arva Pathsala and Arya Vidyvapeeth HS & MP School. played a
stellar role in furthering the cause of education in Assam in general
and the Kamrup District in particular.

| wish the event every success and hope that Anva Vidvapeeth
College grows from strength to strength in the time to come.

{(DEBABRATA SAIKIA)
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historical event."
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Events strikingly analogus, but taking place in dif-
ferent historical surroundings may lead to totally differ-
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"How women in India are not unreasonabily silent
to preserve their age. Old traditional traits or tolerance.
A Considerable section of women is coming forward to
highlight the real position and conditions of women in
Indian-Society with pledge to eradicate the said evils.
They are determined to go on their endeavours to estab-
lish equal status of women in the Indian-Society, in all
spheres of life, uprooting the seeds of mentality of
indequalities from the society."

Smt. Bithika Acharya
Advocate & Chairperson, DLCCIW
Cachar, Silchar.

TR S 7 AP SN 3B | IEHA IS
wifE ¥ R *forrs SR AR S ges 7191 Siw
%593 5 foFeI SiEbal FAM0E 2l T | DIoeS-
“[a3 FAFCEITe HifEHifer A {4, TN [/fSa T=om,
9 FreR aremme! wift [{f$s @ [k &
WAL 2F; 7% G SFATS <783 @ wiEinat A
SHICEAGA] 91 (4 A | FIEA, G4 97 A4 e
(OGTEND (SETENRA ! &1 3R a3 75l 723 |

“AREAR AP0~ 93 4B 2 (7R WA
WREAPRE T B o TS @R v sz
AARRfRe SNfEra ite iR 3 & AR @RA WE 2R |
SAARC - 300 ILJLH! AZAR FeA 14 =3 (Women
Empowerment Year) {25109 Sraiei 341 ¢2f2e1 &% @

| vo |




W

00> IZAH! ITS CHFIS "IN (Z 4T, FEY, 93 IZATS
SIS HAPIA ARl 794 194414 AR MG 1 w1 (National
Policy on Empowerment of Women) CalE¢ ¢4 |
Sade B (F2fEes 371 FAfETe AFHEE 5o
WfZe 5SS (UN Fourth World Conference for
Women) CEid Fiaied Siigies @3 Agia A1f caraei F=
237 |
(TR WS WZEAIR ArFoE 319 Wifes 0%, 3T
fR=INTS 200> v G e AZE[ e 29
@8.5%% (& QFG AT Iﬁ?ﬁ?{@ﬁ (life expectancy) St
A TR 23 AN Lo I539 R qre fZam=ai@ ve.8
IRACE Aoz | ot SRyeires 219 (Sex-ratio) @
Rore e @2t [RaT R Redte @
(2003 H79) EIFEETS 2fS Sooo 2waa Riire |3
ZE 52 1 73 5o e I ARITE (FFER @) v
=79 | 2 @D (16 NRER A SI 53R SIS
%3 IS AT (decision making) IR Fo! AiB02 S<E
i (@1 FI U212 O “SIg FZES 5if5” (self
help group) I &fRACS 4 A1 Rl =11 IR = =o="
+ifa57 = #Hifacg, 93t sArefes sfRfEfos ae wfiem
J1fore 3 WfZwa A G 961 G2 A o7 |
o1z} *fSHe Tt B MF 4 (Stabilization de-
mographic) #T#J3
ol A@NA A, sSrrzre o [dma sikea
2l TS© ARH FfS @R Weirez w4 [da [
Heer [REamEre &4 sS4RY I3 7 TS Aafe
G2 AP e T F-IM2TT #1a1 Seq1g
Af3HIZ 7@ eI #A1S FIrOrZ AT @AZCR | 200
B9 (A1 PIEETCS 3% I3 o <1-CFRE (o-v) forst
SIS (Sex-ratio) *fSHICHE ST W 534(927)
Ce1 A 1| WZEAR A0 IRAS @2 AR
A5 %-5% [ | UNICEF - I A% WO, SO
2fS IZIS A ¢o Y I 9 91 VAT I
(covert female foetiode) fafe=
SITAFEN/ RTeEel /STeADAl FACEABAR SUR Te1R

eifSwwt | v8 |

(TAIZTR (T 401 At fS{61 Fawe «faese Tone
(RIAETR @I 24 713, 5% Gonea «@'419 A
wicg 3fet cafeetst “fFmme s |

Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (Regulation &
prevention of Musure) Act (PNDT Act) S»8 Szt
IS & TOUR SRES | SddY HACS 2H (Al ©
AT GRACS (B GG A TEsC 118 (A
2 | fort [efaa aregl ¢ viafoq sizw-sreroE qge &l
tzrr 5% «RfaEied SR tare 9 @i aif
w2 Fi2 | AR @ (9 @ AT AT SN2 S
ol wis FRaE @@ @@ b 9o AT
T I I FAR AR

G 3B HAPI(A ABCANE AR Reeats wfzea |
I ClleE Hicha a@ F=ma-uZea S o
TIFAPFCIC Heiid i = #1ica | o (@asyet (gender bil
2 AAfdmiee el $RA 2iica 1 9 =@ 1
Sriw 51 9feia Aal 91 | (@idl @i o B WA 3
ARALAICINE 22 (ryaizre @ <ifil e w1 g
S (2R SIS Tergacet Sifs #1208 @ 1= (feeb
-T2 |

030 51 AFAR et 3 Ao awdfe
A, AFgios e Fdtafes e afze a5t
2ifS (I 4399 3957 (discrimination) TN &
391 I W2 THfS S Gl i AT ANE =
BIPI o7 21 A 789 G #9S | FIers AfZed T
SIS Wz 2siforTg 93w TeR e Bafe I«
AFS THONS FAAG I 9 2A1fF | T 0 IO &
TS BoTIe 2 Rl ¢o TR S 1 Afer
oA IR G T AT S SR A i 4 A
WS ST ARG =i | Zaie A1 =R & T
Rrel (Social Section) & WA & RfACAI.; 2
TS (1R WwE R s AiE FE0 T
FFCANE AZCAS (FfFeE ANIED o F A
FLAIOS) b I Jfer =g (Coverss

|




action)) CETIT; 7% I2TR BLAZS [ I TS IR
SR AT FAITS Fod B W% FE A3 woArad,
5qFIE, CABICIRI SR, WRER IR NGO R
5% Corporate Sector HYZA (TS THF 9197 I I
1S %S T4 TF @F 777 S 2SS [ 5 #if{FTe

W

are based on assumption of best practices :

331 | 3J14 T3 93 Table Sr&Y F41 2+ | &% 9 Table
99 source from : Compiled from data from NFHS-2,
National Profile on Women and Development, 2000 and
National Population Policy, The Projections for 2020

Table-2
Projection of Goals for 2020 to Achieve the vision of 2020 for Women
"~ Details Latest 2010 2020
IMR 70 (1999) 30 20
' Prenatal Mortality 44.3 (1993) 20 10
Crude Death Rate (CDR) 8.9 (1996) 8 7/
Material Mortality Rate (MMR) 407 (1997), 540 (1998-99) 100 50
Life Expectancy (years) Male -Female | 63 (1996-2000), 63.4 (1996-2000) | 70, 72 74,77
“_Ez_;l_l-f;‘_v\_nﬂ_'x gi_r;not below 2.5kg 47% (1998-99) 72 77
Crude Birth Rate (CBR) 26.1 (SRS 99) 18.0 10.0
Couple Protection Rate (CPR) 46% (2000) 80% 90%
Net Replacement Rate (NRR) --- 1 1.6
Total Fertility Rate (TFR) 3.3 (SRS 97) 2.1 1.6
Annual Growth Rate 1.6 1.1 0.9
Immunization ——- 100% 100%
Age at marriage for girls --- 20+ 20+
Antenatal care 65% (1998-99) 90% 96%
Deliveries Institutional 35% 80% 90%
Trained Attendant 76.7% 100% 100%
Project Age Composition (%)
Below five years 10.70 100% 9.7
0 - 15 years 33.43 24.48% 27.73
> 15 - 59 years 58.70 63.38% 63.33
+ 60 years 6.97 8.14% 8.94
| ve | effSuewt
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"Man's requirement for law to govern its relation-
ship with the society at large and its growing need for
code of conduct and obedience to a superior being
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marked the very beginning of the human civilisation. In
fact, the begining of the civilisation was the very begin-
ning of the growing requirement of law governing the
various facts of human relationships in all (men and women
its dimensions."

—M.K. Choudhury, Advocate, Gauhati High Court
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UNFORGETTABLE
DAYS

O DR. DEBABRATA GHOSH
Ex. Proffessor

Inauguration of General Sports 1967. Late Radha Kanta
Das, the then President of the Goveming Body of the
College takes the salutes of representatives of Girls'
Common Room, followed by the then Principal Giridhar
Sarma
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In a hot summer day of 1964, when | was
preparing hard for the forthcoming M.Sc. final
examination, | received an urgent call from Late
Giridhar Sarma, the then Principal, Arya
Vidyapeeth College, to meet him. On meeting him
next day at his office, to my utter surprise he asked
me to join the faculty of the college immediately
after my examination. This was the beginning of
my service life. This service life | enjoyed
uninterrupted till the last day when | had my
retirement as the Principal in charge of the college
in the year 2003. All through this life | enjoyed
teaching, the company of the students and also
the association of all my colleagues. Though the
age difference with the students has been
increasing every year, | tried utmost to maintain
the temperament to remain friendly with students
so that they can approach me more easily and
thus | could give them the best of my ability.

Right from joining this college,
besides my regular courses of teaching, | was
entrusted with so many other works related to
students that | gotimmense opportunities to know
their mindsets and behavior which tremendously
helped me in my future life. The basis of what|am
today was settled during that period only. At that



e i M e

W

time the college was young, most of the teaching
staff were young , spirited and enthusiastic and
the then principal Late Giridhar Sarma fully utilized
our spiritand energy for the fast development of
the college. It was a pleasure for us that during
that period most of the teaching staff of the college,
excepting a very few, specially of the science

hoisting of Flag, the invited dignitary used to be
greeted with the salutes of the students of different
classes, NCC cadets and even Union Secretaries.
During these three days hundreds of boys and
girls used to participate in the different sporting
events with great enthusiasm. The most funny part
of this three day period was the participation of
teachers in the Events

section, were pass outs
of Gauhati University of | =
the batches 1963-66. |
Being almost |
contemporary or of
nearly of the same age,
we were too friendly
among ourselves and
had been cooperative to
each otherto respond to
any sort of activity we
were urged to carry out.
This might have been a
big factor for the
college's accreditation

_ Assam).
of becoming one of the

Inauguration of Chemistry Building (1968) by Late
Mahendra Mohon Choudhury (Ex Chief Minister of

«: | kept allotted for them.
Even the then principal
Giridhar Sarma would
also participate in the
walking race for the
teachers. Two most
crucial parts of this
sports festival were the
long distance race and
swimming competition,
which were used to be
held before the
beginning of the actual
sports festival. The
schedule of the long

-----

top most college of

Assam within a very short period of time. | still feel
overwhelmed by the memory of co-operation, love,
intimacy and respect we used to get from our
students that time. In this old age that surely acts
as a treasure tonic to revive myself.

During that period, one of the great
responsibility that | was assigned with, was the
charge of the Games and Sports section of the
college, specially of the General Sports section
with which | had to remain associated for nearly
twelve years at a stretch. The Annual General
Sports Festival of the college would continue for
three days. The inauguration of the event was a
matter of pomp and gaiety. After the ceremonial

distance race had to be
kept at 4 to 4.30 in the morning and the
participants had to run a stretch of distance from
the gate of Veterinary College, Khanapara to
Ulubari Chariali. Though the event would take
place in cold winter months, there was never any
dearth of participants (boys only) or volunteers.
The venue for the swimming competition was
Dighali Pukhuri, as at that time there was no
swimming pool in Guwahati. The competitors
(boys only) had to cross the tank from eastern side
to western side i.e. along the width of the tank.
While arranging this competition an interesting
case happened in 1971. In that year, the General
Sports Secretary and his associates were too
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enthusiastic and had decorated the arena in a
very attractive manner. The swimming tracks were
made using coloured ropes and multi coloured
balloons. During the competition hundreds of our
students thronged the arena and as a whole it
became a perfect festive occasion. As the
competition was going on students of Handique
Girls' College being unable to resist themselves
came out in large numbers and the college
declared a cancellation of classes. The matter did
not end there. Next morning it was a hot news in
the local dailies. As the in charge of the event, |
became too afraid and with a grim face | went
straight to college and met the Principal (Late
Giridhar Sarma) to explain him any thing he wanted
to know. But to my surprise, he was too cool and
simply asked me whether | possessed all the
required permission papers from the concerned
authorities for the event. As | replied that all those
papers were perfectly alright, he simply told me
nothing to worry. The controlling of students and
declaration of cancellation of classes

members had to stand in long queues for their
entry. All the science departments had their
exhibitions in their respective departments. The
Silver Jubilee was celebrated in1983, when Sri.
Amrikh Singh was the Principal.

| enjoyed the life of teaching all through my
service life. In a big class room of 120 - 150
students, when | used to look at the inquisitive eyes
of the students, | would forget the heat of a summer
afternoon, sometimes no fan over head or no
electricity. My only thought that time was how to
present the subject to them in a much easier
manner so that the subject enters the core of their
hearts. | always felt that my accountability lied
much more with the students whom | teach, than
to my administrative authority. Years after years,
batches of students come and go, but their

love and respect to the teachers remain
forever and that is the greatest blessing for the
teaching service. It was a pleasure for me that

was an intemnal matter of a college and
we were no way responsible for that.
The matter ended right with those few
words and it was a great great relief
for me. | could also learn how a real
administrator defends his staff for a
right cause. :

-

Our college observed the 10th
and 15th anniversary of the college with
much enthusiasm. During both the
occasions Science exhibitions were
arranged. The exhibition of the
Chemistry Department, in both the
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occasions, was so lively and attractive |-

that students along with their family
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After inauguration of the building Late Mahendra Mohon Choudhury
is seen with Late Giridhar Sarma along with the staff and students
of the Department.
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besides teaching, | also received opportunities
toserve in all the major administrative sections of
the college which led me to acquire lot of self
confidence. That confidence was extremely helpful
in the last part of my service tenure as Vice-
Principal and Principal. My days in the college as
the Vice Principal are also too memorable for me
as | received full co-operation from all my
colleagues as well as from the then Principal Dr.
G.C.Sarma. As a whole, | can say, | had my full
service satisfaction during my days in the college.

Inthe year 2000, 2 UGC sponsored Seminar

was organized at our college by AVCTU and it was
a proud privilege for me that | was chosen as the
Chief Organiser for the two-day event. The topic
for the seminar was 'Waste Management' and at
that time the meaning of the term was not at all

known to many. The seminar was of a great success
as experts and participants came from many
research institutes, industrial houses, refineries, as
well as from many big hospitals, from-all over
Assam and also from neighbouring states. The key
note address was delivered by Dr. Lakshinandan
Bora, the then Chairman, Pollution Control Board,
Assam. All those who had attended the seminar
hailed our effort for focusing on such an important
social problem of the urban life.

At last, very proudly | can say that Arya
Vidyapeeth College is the only institute where |
had spent whole of my service career. When | had
joined the institute it was in a nursery state and
the time when | came out it was like a fully grown
Banyan tree. Long Live Arya Vidyapeeth

College.=
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WILDLIFE OF The city of Guwahati around 50 years back

was with full of green hills and large number of

G UWAHAT' ClTY highly productive wetland. The denizens used to

find identity through their relationship to the
beautiful natural setting and anchored them to an

00 DR. SAIBAL SENGUPTA understanding of home. They were happily living,
Ex. Principal sharing and enjoying the life. |, at my youth, had
Ex. Student

several places to enjoy, the hills of Sarania,
Kamakhaya, Fatashil and Kalapahar where one
could frequently
encounter the wild
animals from
leopard cub to
small snakes. The
hills were full of
sun and loveliness
and a kind of
invitation, like that
one wanted to
climb like a child
into the lap of a
beloved mother. |
along with my
friends riding on
cycle regularly
visited the
Basistha temple
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to enjoy the beautiful stream and associated
forest. The stream was with clear water flowing
between the big boulders and over a bed of
glittering sand and polished stones. The Sola Beel
was very clean and natural and seen to support
large number of birds including the highly
endangered Greater Adjutant stork (havigla).
The big trees around the periphery of Newfield
and in nearby places were the roosting places of
birds. The highly acclaimed Deepor beel was at
its prime in a natural setting and was the abode
of varieties of birds and fishes. Herds of elephants
could also be frequently seen playing in water
without any conflict with the people living there.
Beside these assigned beels, there were
numerous interconnected beels which not only
provide ecosystem services to the society, but
also held the rain water. Only blemish was the
release of refinery effluent into the Bharalu River,
the fishes of which developed organic flavor and
were avoided. Since then the Bharalu River
started losing life and presently it is converted into
a big drain carrying filth of the city and also a
number of pathogenic bacteria.

Guwahati city is a transitory zone of Khasi
foot hill and the Brahmaputra flood plain with
narrow to wide ecotone zones. The isolated small
hills comprise chiefly of precrambrian rocks, lay
inthe midst of low lying swamps and highlands. It
has eight Reserve Forests and two wildlife
sanctuaries along with a Ramsar Wetland,
Deepor Beel.

With the shifting of capital from Shillong,
Guwahati turned out to be the focal point of the
entire northeast India and the city has suffered a
great loss of its greenery vis a vis the biodiversity.
The situation has been aggravated further by faulty

and myopic development plan without considering
the future consequences. Government allocation
of land to the various individuals and
organizations in the wetlands and hills totally
destroyed the ecology of the entire landscape.
Unabated hill cutting till the last decade, felling of
trees, and filling up the wetlands have created
immense adverse effect on the biodiversity as a
whole. Most of the Reserve Forest areas are
occupied by illegal settlements and a recent
estimate revealed that out of 65,984 households
on the hills and around 10208 are within Reserve
Forests. Rapid rural to urban migrations,
industrialization and construction of high rises are
also contributed to the degradation of the city’s
environment. All these have a great toll on the city
and its residents. Flash flood and landslide in rainy
season, dust pollution during the dry season and
frequent man- animal conflicts are common
incidents for the inhabitants of the city..

However, some deciduous patches of forest
still exist within the city’s Forest Reserve. There
are also scrublands, grasslands, plantations,
wetlands, agricultural lands, green-space (fields),
parks and sacred areas (temple pond, grave
yards (kabarsthan). Many species of wildlife still
existin these habitats, even if fragmented by some
standards, are significant for the life of the citizen.

Brahmaputra, which flows along city dividing
it into northern and southern bank, is the house of
innumerable number of fishes, most importantly
the highly endangered Gangetic River Dolphin.
Incidentally Guwahati is the first city in the country
to have its city animal, which is Gangetic River
Dolphin. One can observe this beautiful creature
in the river from the Ramchai hills of Kharguli.
Gharial, a crocodile like reptile was also last
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recorded from Brahmaputra at Guwahati.
Probably, it was the last authentic record of this
reptile from Brahmaputra, when one was
accidentally got entangled in a fisherman’s net in
1999. This is currently housed as an exhibit at

Assam State Zoo con Botanical Garden,
Guwahati.

The exploration of fish fauna in the different
wetlands of Guwahati city revealed the biological
richness of these water bodies. 54 fish species
including seven hill stream species have been
recorded. However, more than 25% of these could
find their names in the IUCN endangered list. The
amphibians and reptiles are also justifying
Guwahati's inclusion in Biodiversity Hot Spot zone
(Indo Burma). 25 species of amphibians and 53

species of reptiles are said to be present within
greater Guwahati.

Two temple ponds, one is at Kamakhya and
the other at Ugratara (Jor Pukhuri) are silver lining
inthe field of conservation of turtles. The endemic
Assam roofed turtle and Black Soft-shell Turtle
(considered as extinct in wild) are thriving well in
these two sacred ponds. The turtles are protected
in the name of religion and belief which is highly
desirable in the backdrop of present status of
chelonians in the state. Unfortunately turtles are
literally dumped by people in these ponds without
bearing in mind their ecology and genetic
character. In recent time both these tanks are
concretized and some NGOs have taken steps
to provide ecophysiological supports to the turtles.

Birds are the most diverse group of the city.
Varied vegetation of forest, meadows, orchards
etc, buildings and the water bodies provide
innumerable number of niches to harbor around
212 species of 59 families. The iconic Greater
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Adjutant Stork, an endangered bird, has
population in different parts of the city thriving
mostly on city garbage. A recent event of death of
this bird in 2017 in the dumping site of the city, in
which 20 birds were suspected to be poisoned,
raised the question of its continued existence.
There are 36 species of mammals, notable
amongst these are Capped langur, Assamese
monkey, Rhesus monkey, Hoolock gibbon, Slow
loris, Elephant, Sambar, Pangolin, Jackal,
Leopard, Civet, Flying fox etc. Peacock island
(Umananda), a riverine island provides a unique
picturesque environment and has a small
population (released) of Golden Langur.

Large number of beautiful butterflies and
other invertebrates such as snails, slugs, planaria,
wasps and honey bees, dragonflies,
grasshoppers, leaf insects, beetles, centipede,
millipede and crickets are very common in the
gardens and forests of the city. During rainy
seasons scores of earthworms can also be
observed in the courtyard of many households.

The city still nurtures a diversified wildlife but
the future seems to be bleak. The city population
is growing rapidly in the last few decades
exhibiting a staggering rate of growth. The
population of Guwahati was enumerated to be
957,352in 2011 and it is estimated that Guwahati
metro will house 2.8 million residents by 2025.
An estimate projects that approximately 70% of
the world population will be urban by 2050. Thus
there is an extreme need for launching intensive
conservation programmes along with a well chalk
out plan of development of the Guwahati city.

In an urban setting participation of people
is primary for conservation and thus sensitizing
the citizen about the benefit of urban biodiversity
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conservation should be prioritized. Better air
quality, reduction of pollution, regulation of micro
climate, recharging ground water, reducing flash
flood, avoiding landslide etc. are some of the
benefits of urban biodiversity conservation vis a
Vis increase of vegetation cover. Areport suggests
that 10% increase in tree cover may reduce the
airtemperature by three to four percent of the area.
This also improves quality of life due to addition of
aesthetic and recreational values. Several NGOs
are striving to achieve the goal better city life.

Developing a management plan of
conservation that is accepted across all segments

of urban community is an extremely difficult task.
Urban wildlife management along with
endangered species recovery is the greatest
challenge of conservation of the presenttime. The
urban residents frequently experience conflict with
wild animals like leopard, monkey, and elephant.
Malicious killing of snakes is found to be common.
If the problems experienced by the urban
population are not addressed, there could be
backlash against wildlife and its habitat. The
human induced inter related land use changes
have the greatest impact on the overall
environment of Guwahati city.m
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REMINISCENCE

O DR. MRINAL SARMAH
Associate Professor and Vice Principal
Ex. Student

That was June 1974, as 2 Pre-University
student | got admitted in Arya Vidyapeeth College.
Till then | had just heard about Arya Vidyapeeth
and its founder, the great Giridhar Sarma Sir. That
was the first time | got an opportunity to see him
in person, though for a brief period of time. He
was then the Principal of Arya Vidyapeeth
College. During that short span of time we were
able to see the glimpses of his personality as he
constantly monitored the classes moving through
the corridors, observing the students' behaviour,
discipline and of course the wellbeing of the
students. While we were studying in this college,
the major concern was the communication. The
communication facility to and fro was not up to
the standard. The students used to come to the
college by taking rickshaw either from Nepali
Mandir or Ulubari or on foot. Bicycle was another
major means of communication during that time.
Gradually things changed and now
communication problem has become a matter of
yesteryears. As a student, | had the opportunity to
stay as a boarder in the Arya Vidyapeeth College
Boys' Hostel for a period of one year. Along with
many fond memories, | still remember the strict
face of our hostel superintendent sir Late Reba
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Kanta Hazarika. Later on, when | became his
colleague, | used to tell him how we were
frightened on hearing his voice outside our room.
He then replied with a smiling face, may be it was
because of that you are now with us in the same
category. With folded hands | can only say "May
his soul rest in peace". Time passed by and as
student | had to leave the institution in 1978 after
completion of my graduation.

Inthe year 1982, again | had to come to Arya
Vidyapeeth College, but this time in a different
role. | had joined in the Department of
Anthropology as Lecturer and since then | have
been serving in the college in different capacities.
In this long tenure, | have witnessed the growth
and development of the college in different
spheres that range from infrastructure to academic
achievements. Marked changes can be observed

particularly on infrastructure level in comparison.

to what | saw during my college days as student.
In academic field, even during those days, the
college was rated as one of the best in Assam
and in the entire North-eastern region. In the
present day context also the college has
maintained its earlier academic glory by
withstanding various challenges in the changing
education scenario.

The teachers under whose guidance | had
studied in the college had become my colleagues
after my induction as a teacher and it became a
fascinating experience for me. It was incredible
for me that now | could move shoulder to shoulder
in various activities with those persons in front of
whom | could not even think of standing earlier.
This closeness had given me ample opportunity
to understand my esteemed teachers in person,
their qualities, affection, integrity, and
accountability toward the institution. The newly

inducted like me got every support from them, may
it be in the academic, administrative or in other
fields. They were so eager to help us that if we
found ourselves in difficulty, they spontaneously
came forward to assist us in overcoming the
problem. Such was the general atmosphere of the
college during that time. My heartfelt gratitude and
respect to all my teacher-colleagues for whose
blessings, | am what | am today. In this context,
the first name that comes to my mind is of Late
Prof. Biren Chandra Das, the then Head of the
Department of Anthropology whose untiring efforts
and encouragement had helped me immensely
to settle down in the early part of my career. He is
no more with us now but his words and works are
still a source of inspiration to me. | pay my
heartiest tribute to this great soul.

With fondest of memory, | stillremember my
close association with some of the teacher-
colleagues like Prof. Brindaban Goswami Sir, Dr.
Nareswar Sarma Sir, Prof. Aniruddha Goswami
Sir, Dr. Labananda Choudhury Sir and my
contemporaries like Dr. Girish Chandra Sarma,
Mr. Pulin Chandra Lahkar, Dr. Ramananda
Rajbongshi, Mr. Dilip Chandra Sarma, and so on
and so forth. The association of luminaries like
Late Prof. Nalini Dhar Bhattacharyya, Prof.
Nilomani Phukan, Prof Durgeswar Sarma, Dr.
Siva Nath Barman, Dr. Bhupendra Narayan
Bhattacharyya, and Prof. Lil Bhadur Chetry were
major sources of inspiration of my life. With time,
almost all of my teacher-colleagues and some of
my contemporaries too got superannuation.
Subsequently, the older generation was replaced
by young blood. This new set of faculties will
definitely carry forward the glory of Arya
Vidyapeeth College even further.
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This college has produced uncountable
alumni over the years who are settled and shine
in various fields, may it be in academics,
administrative, business or in politics. | find myself
fortunate enough to witness the Silver Jubilee, the

Golden Jubilee and now the Diamond Jubilee of
this great institution. Many more such milestone
will come on the way, and the college will move
forward carrying the legacy of its great past to
reach the pinnacle of glory in future.m
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TECHNOLOGY AND
RADICAL CHANGEIN
HUMAN LIFE

0 RAJKAMAL SHARMA
2008 Alumnus, Department of Chemistry

'Technology'— This is the word which has be-
come a buzzword in today's world. In today's economy
technology has propelled in every sector. Technology
fuelled with innovation has become a more talked about
stuffand is creating opportunities for millions. Apart from
this technology has left no store unturned in making the
world a global village making the world asingle pieace
and has reduced the dimension in whole sector starting
from day to day life to the start up of new business that is
growing over internet. With the advent of this buzzword

combining with affiliate
marketing a company
can reach to end con-
sumer everywhere in the
world. The need of the
hour is to accept the
- growing change in day of
day life and with time
people need to under-
stand the changes that
are taking place at a very
rapid pace. And for In-
dia we all should make
combining all possible
effort to reach out to last
mile of our respective
place because less than
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30% of Indian population have the access of technology
which has taken over in all sector. We invented and de-
veloped the technologies to change our life to its best.
Now that technology is changing our lives every second.

In business, the use of Artificial Intelligence, cloud
computing, machine leaming, predictive analytics and busi-
ness intelligence tools, applications now creating new
methods to conduct, operate and manage the business.
With each and every passing day new level of technol-
ogy is surfacing and with the help of the same the world
1s reaching new heights. Invention and development of
technology have changed our life positively and nega-
tively. The new technologies and inventions are results of
our curiosity, creativity, and problem-solving techniques.
But it's important that technological development should
be environmental and human-friendly. Technology is in
the education. business, office, electricity, marketing, data
storage, communication, cars, parking, travelling, foods,
shopping, and banks etc. in almost everywhere and in
everything that is involved in our daily life. By the next
decade almost 90% of the business will be done with the
help of internet and business will grow over internet.
(Jack Ma-Founder of Alilibaba.com). Above all ac-
cessing of services will also be made with the help internet
like issue of all types of facilities to the availing of ser-
vices in the coming years to come.

How technology has changed our lifes, let's see in
following points.

1. Technology has changed the education
Technology changed the ways of education and learning

methods. It was difficult to get data in the past, informa-

tion, and knowledge so quicly with flexibility. But today

of technology there are online schools. With the
help of search engine one can have access to any kind of
knowledge in fraction of seconds. Anyone can do de-
grees online by using internet and computers. There are

eifSoat 1 >8v |

various types of online courses for everyone with differ-
ent contents. This is how has technology changed the
education. It is a positive change. The application should
be stressed more in the rural sector where many changes
can be effected otherwise they will not be well equipped
with the changing scenario of the world.

2. Technology changed the ways of communication

Today we have mobile, internet, computer and social
media, video conferencing tools, and mobile apps to com-
municate with anyone around the world. It was not pos-
sible in the past. The benefit of communication change is
that it's fast, easy and quickest method to communicate.

3. New kind of habits and digital addictions

With technology changes, one got new kind of habits
and it's tough for parents to solve such kind of problems.
Most of the kids, teens and addicted to the internet.

People will use robots for their works as today they are
using internet or Google.

4. Lifestyle changes that happened after the use of
technology

Technology has a positive and negative impact on our
daily life. People do online shopping and there are vari-
eties and price comparison tools starting from insurance
to booking hotels from booking tickets to buying of prod-
ucts. People are busier than productive. 30 years ago
people have time for friends and familes. They live and
enjoy their life in real time. At the same time, they are
emotional, care nature and humanity.

S. Technology has changed our health

Technology has increased the pace of our life, but the
quality is reduced. Technology impacted our life posi-
tively and negatively. Today we have more health care
technologies then past. But the reason, behind the inven-
tions of health technologies, is the overuse of technology
in daily life. In old times people have less electric equip-
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ment for house and field work. In old time people physi-
cal stamina is better than today's fitness freaks. They lived
their life longer without technology but today after tech-
nology the average human age is reducing. We're greedy
and we want more, faster and in fewer efforts.

6. Our critical thinking skills have changed

Today most of the poeple do not invent, they do busi-
ness to solve people problem. They can sell anything
and every human bein g is targeted customers. They col-
lect data and analyse the need and make available the
stuffas ordered by the consumer. This is impacting our
life because they are creating products based on our
search results and technologies habits. All are doing
searches, everyone wants to read the easy explanation.
people don't have time to think, and they do searches.
When there are search engines who give even instant
suggestions to search this or that. Masses are not able to
think critically that's why there felt the need of inventing
artificial intelligence for future generation. The positive
thing is that we can get knowledge and information and
data by using technology. But the negative part is that
too much data, overload of information and overuse of
technology equipment making us addict to the tech tools,
We can't analyze, understand easily without seeing vi-
sual examples. This is how technology is impacting our
critical thinking. In old times everyone read and learn
based on their power of the brain. Today, even admitting
kids in teh best schools need extra help and classes and
other technological feature to keep updated.

7. Technology is making difference is between busi-
ness processes and systems

Latest information technologies are impacting our work
and in the way we do business. Almost everything soon
will be automated and new business models are technol-

ogy based.

People are thinking more about passive incomes and more

than one source of income in fewer human efforts. That's
why cloud computing, marketing automation, clud stor-
age, hybrid cars, and robots etc. very soon start chang-
ing this world again. The reason is more profit in less
time and witout humans. It is because everyone is in hurry
to end the journey before competitors.

8. Cloud computing technology and cloud storage
are another change that is happening currently

Now one don't have to store personal and business data
on hard drive, pen drive or DVDs. One can upload it to
clouds and can access anywhere, anytime. One don't
need to buy the business application and have to spend
time on installing on computer and server. It's already on
the cloud, in which anyone can use itanytime from any-

where.

9. The impact of technology on workplace produc-
tivity

Now it's clear that technology affects our work habits.
We want productivity and it's great for business. Tech-
nology has changed our daily business. One can mea-
sure the quality of products and services. One can re-
duce marketing cost by using online marketing automa-
tion applications. One can sell products on the internet
and can get money in the bank directly. One can re-
search the market, can analyze competitors, can learn
about technological equipment. And such technological
changes in business will reduce production cost and in-
crease profit. Using communication technology you can
do video conferencing, chats, online meeting etc.

10. Technology has changed the behaviours and
basic human nature

We are losing our patience. Our behaviour is changed in
a second. For example, if the internet is slow then people
start to lose their patient. If someone is late to reply, then
reaction get changed Technologies changed our patience
level from high to low and low to high within the speed of

second. | s8q | eifSomewt
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11. Technology is influencing youth

The youth is totally depending on the technology for ev-
erything even from school. A small information or practi-
cal knowledge that is produced in the class at present is
with the use of internet. Technology is making children
older. They are learning and watching the things those
were not possible to wach 25 years ago. This is how
technology is influencing youth.

Finally it can be concluded that as it has been ob-
served that technology has taken up with day to day ac-
tivity and have tremendous impact on our behaviour the
onus is on us how we are going to maximise the benefits
of technology without having impact in the environment
and our behaviour. The main objective should be that all
should be open to the new change of pace and make all

possible effort to reach out to many who do not have
access to such technology. With time there should be
collaboration amongst the best of the institutes/establish-
ment so that the best possible changes can be devel-
oped and to keep the change uniform all over. Develop-
ment of India is critical as we can see that life of urban
India is much more different from rural India where in
rural life still many thing are untenable. If the technologi-
cal use cannot be communicated to rural India we will
have two different India which will be biggest impedi-
ment to change and Government objective will not be
fulfilled and will lead to chancy consequences. Hence
we should take the matter to the far flung areas and
imaterialise the effort to reach the last mile connectivity
to make One Tech Savvy India in the years to come.H




CHILD RIGHTS AND
MEDIA

O CAPT. P. K. BARUA
Former Aryan 1971

Human rights are not something that can be given
and taken away. Kofi Annan, former Secretary General,
United Nations speaking during the 50th anniversary of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, said "Hu-
man rights are the foundation of human existance and
co-existence. Human rights are what makes us human.
They are the principles by which we create the sacred
home for human dignity." The UNCRC emphasizes that
children have the same human rights as adults. In prac-
tice the rights the convention declaration contains. This
is because of the characteristic of childhood, which is
lack of power, Few children have the ability to exercise
rights without support. In practice rights for children are
conditional on adults delivering them.

"How can we hope to have a democracy if
Children's voices are absent from the public debate?"
This was an observation of Zoe Titus, Regional
programme Manager for Media Institute of Southern
Africa, popularly accronymed as MISA, while speaking
to delegates from 19 countries across Africa. How true
the media do talk of child's right but where are the chil-
dren? How strange- we try to take up issues of the child
but where is the child? There is little coverage of Children's
issues and absence of Children's voices in the media.
What we see today is that children are often merely used
as decorations in the media. We see them with flowers
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and dancing during events but not hearing them, we are
being insensitive to them. A question arises here- how
can a child be heard, but in a way that will not biolate
her/his rights? There is clearly a great need for work with
the media in this regard. There is often talk about ethics
in the media but the question that is hardly asked is -
What about the need for ethics among these who pro-

vide the media with access to children who are vulner-
able?

Media has tremendous potential to contribute to
the protection of child rights. The reality of achieving this,
however, is not so simple, It is felt that a wide range of
factors inhibit the media at present, from discharging their
role in promoting awareness of child rights, as well as in
helping children realize their rights and holding govern-
ment responsible. A few crucial issues identified, are (i)
Lack of children's voices, (ii) Lack of coverage, (iii) Lack
of professionalism, (iv) Lack of media - CSO co-op-
eration, (v) Lack of Rules.

. India is home to 17% of the world's children and
has the world's largest child populations but, the Indian
child is often neglected and his rights ignored. Of the
430 million children in India, approxmately 55% cur-
rently experience rights violation. This is approxmately
236.5 million - a staggering figure. Today, the media in
India is perhaps the oldest and largest in the world. But
we find it to be fragmented, complex and diverse. This is
due to the country's geographical size, huge population
and different languages - diversity in true sense. The media
is, more often than not, criticized for its lack of adequate,
and balanced coverage on child related issues, and of
course the absence of children's voices in the media -
both print and electronic. Let us not forget that India has
a large number of NGOs, perhaps one of the world's
largest NGO sector and majority amongst them are child
rights advocates. These NGOs rightfully see media as
an important and powerful tool in achieving the goals of

ensuring child rights and exert pressure on the govern-
ment to hold it accountable. They, feel that India's media
seem to be failing to play its part in this effort. In fact, we
find lack of adequate, balanced coverage on child-re-
lated issues. Even children's voice are missing in news
reporting. One of the most important rights promised by
the convention is the right for children to from their own
views and express them. THe Convention is clear in its
views that young people are heard and appropriate me-
diais available. Article 12 of the COnvention states that

"Parties shall assure to the child who is ca-
pable of forming his or her own views the right to
express those views freely in all matters affecting the
child, the view of the child being given due weight in
accordance with the age and maturity of the child".

Article 13 gives children the right to freedom of
expression, and the right to access to media:

"The child shall have the right to freedom of
expression; this right shall include freedom to seek,
receive and import information and ideas of all kinds
regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writting or in
print, in the form of art, or through any other media
of the child's choice".

As monitor by law, children cannot exercise au-
tonomy or the right to make decisions on their own for
themselves. Instead their parents, social workers, teach-
ers and other such care-givers have this authority, de-
pending on the circumstances. It is sometimes felt that
this gives children insufficient control over their own lives
and cause them to be vulnerable.

India has several legislation, policies and
programmes for safeguarding the right of children. How-
ever, implementation and legislative enforcement is poor.
This is because of the low budgetary investment in the
child sector, which is less than 6% of the national bud-
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get. Itis far too low to fulfill all programmatic require-
ments. This is leading to problems like not enough staff
and material resources, poor training and documenta-
tion. What a pity - the child is staring at an empty space.

Children's voices are not heard. It is a pity that
children are not considered a key audience sugment in
either the print media or the electronic media. We find
that whatever news is targeted at children's Supplements
atregular intervals or/and pull-outs by some newspa-
pers. But, the children who are targeted and who access
them are more often than not the privileged sections of
the society. The access in rural India is limited. Even these
supplements and pull outs focus more on entertainment
and/or higher education, the basics are missing. The fo-
cuson child issues or child rights does not find any space
inthem. There is need to have a multi-media approach
to protecting child rights. We have seen that social me-
diais very popular among NGOs, youth, journalists,
advocates of rights for different segments of the society
and decision makers. They all have a stake in child rights.
These two segments of the media viz. print media and
social media can consider including children's voice, con-
tents produced by the child and involving voice, con-
tents produce by the child and involving the various stake-
holders. This will certainly assure them of their growth
but are they (the two segments of media) convinced?
They may not get convinced, Today, media does not seem
to be much interested in child rights. They find lack of
interest among the readers and also economics fo not
find favour with them. Lack of interest among the read-
ers/viewers on issues relating to the child means lower
advertising revenues. This puts pressure on the editors
to neglect child-rights in their coverage. It is a fact that
nither the general public nor the media are truly aware
about child rights and related laws or international con-
ventions. To address this issue, training relating to child
rights, fellowships, awards, festivals, seminars can be

perceived. These activities can be made accessible to a
wide group of media outlets, both at the regional as well
as national level. There are many national level institutes
having dedicated faculty on subjects relating to child-
rights, who are conducting training programmes related
to child rights.

News and content thereof centered around the
child are low - both in terms of quality and quantity. The
media views news coverage based on child rights as
"Sensational", "urban-centric" and "incident oriented".
Incident of child rape or child sexual abuse are picked
up by the media very fast but, unfortunately, reporting
with a solution or coverage with regard to government
efficiency, is iack'mg. Many a times, rehabilitation of chil-
dren freed in child labour raids is not reported. There is
no follow-up to such incidents. One important reason
for this is lack of sensitization of the persons of the me-
dia, reporting such incidents. Junior reporters are as-
signed to cover child related stories who have a very
limited understanding of the issues relating to child rights
as a result of which, they fo not appropriately and
comperhensively report on a child rights issue ot viola-
tion of child rights. Media professionals have and obli-
gation to respect children's rights, in how they operate
and how they represent.

India has hundreds of child rights networks yet,
there is no dedicated network to focus exclusively on
connecting child rights advocates to the media. Direct
interaction between the media and child rights advocates
seem to be missing. CHild rights networks at national
level are mostly theme based. They have state and dis-
trict-level networks which function independently. Regular
inter-action between the media and child rights activists,
ensure accurate and responsible reporting and greater
awarness on child rights. Even positive policy changes
through media advocacy, can be expected. Indian me-
dia is mainly financed by advertising driven media de-
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pends upon the audience number, who hold the key. This
has resulted in preference for "sensational" treatment of
all news itmes and consistent "breaking news". The au-
dience, however, fail to understand what is ""Breaking" in
the "News". In fact, more often than not, event the me-
dia may not know "Why is it Breaking News"? What
we see today in news coverage is a lack of "follow-
up". The issue of children rights has been attracting glo-
bal attention, encouraging many organizations to work
toward promoting children rights. Unfortunately, the
mechanisms used for this are not participatory and
therefore not effective. Though media is one, which has
been accepted as an extremely important and powerful
stakeholder in enhancing the awarness of child's right
and also which can provide the necessary thrust for
making changes in policies and laws, the current media
coverage on issues of child rights have been viewed by
NGOs as politically driven and irresponsible with a view
toonly "sensationalize" the issues. The public is deprived
of well-informed, comprehensive and balanced under-
standing of child rights. What is required are coverage
of success stories post media coverage, responsible
reporting on issues of child rights, encourage journal-
ists for in-depth investigative reporting. Reporting can
go beyond identifying a problem and include interviews
with young people and others that show how the prob-
lem arose, what are its consequences. These should be
followed up. Journalists can be sensitized via short terms
courses, workshops which can include field visits to
provide a direct interaction between the media and the
children. Media should have a direct access to the chil-
dren via child - media interfaces. Why can't the media
houses have in-house child-media projects on a regu-
lar/continuing basis under corporate social responsibjl-
ity (CSR)? Of late, we are seeing a tendency of some
NGOs/Civil services Organizations and even the Gov-
ernment roping celebraties (film stars, sport persons,
~ etc.)to highlight child-rights via events, Since, these
- et | vex |

are occasional events without any follow up, it is not
known how effective celevrity involvement has been in
genuinely highlighting child rights issues. No doubt such
celebrity linked events guarantee the presence of me-
dia, it is momentary, and it is the celebrity who comes
into limelight eclipsing the issue of child rights. The ce-
lebrity gets all the coverage with the main issue of
child's-rights being pushed to the rear. The child, here,
is often depicted as a "silent victim" or ""charming inno-
cents". By providing the children with opportunities to
speak for themselves, at such events, about their hopes
and fears, their achievements, and the impact of adult
behaviour on their lives - the public and the media can
be reminded that children deserve to be respected as
individual human beings.

The United Nations Conventions on the Rights of
the Child (UNCRC) sets out what governments and in-
dividuals should do to promote and protect the indivis-
ible human rights of all children. This was unanimously
adopted by the General Assembly on 20th November,
1989. The United Nations Conventions on the Rights of
the Child provides a Benchmark against which the ef-
forts of each government to omprove the lives of chil-
dren can be measured. Every five years, government must
report on progress to the UN Committee on the Rights
of the Child. The Committee meets with the Govern-
ment representatives and listen to the views of non-gov-
ernment organizations before making recommendations
about further steps each country should take to meet its
obligations. The media can have a very powerful role in
this mater - it can prove to be a very strict observer by
following up such matters and make constructive report-
ing. The media can bring on board child rights activists
to assist it on such matters. Such action on part of the
media will keep both the Government and non-govern-
ment sectors alert. The media can play the role of an
Ombudsman.
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LOOKING BACK
OVER MY
SHOULDER

- DR. DIPENDRA KUMAR MAZUMDER
Faculty,
National Academy of Broadcasting &
Multimedia, Delhi
Aryan of 1982 Batch
Pre-University Classes

Sometime in the Summer of 1984 :

Having completed my Pre-University
Classes in Science but securing only a Second
Division in the PU Exam , | had no option but to
get myself admitted in the Degree Classes in the
same college , my very own Arya Vidyapeeth
College. If only Debananda Saikia Sir had
accepted me for his private tuition in Maths ,
maybe | could have scored better in Maths . My
friends Gautam Sharma and Mousumi Das had
better luck than me , to have got Saikia Sir as
their private tutor. But nevertheless, | had reasons
enough to be thankful to Debu Ghosh Sir who had
accepted me for his private tuition in Chemistry
and that too not having taken a single paise from
me as his tuition fee. My Pre-University days in
Arya Vidyapeeth College were the best of times
and the worst of times. Having lost a valuable
academic year in the Assam Agitation against the
Bangladeshi Infiltrators , my devotion to
academics had dwindled considerably and |
needed private tuitions. | well realized that School
was altogether a different academic chapter as
far as sincerity of completion of the academic
curriculum was concemed and Don Bosco School
Guwahati had taken extra care for that. | felt left in
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the lurch towards the end of my PU days in Arya
Vidyapeeth College. | was glad to find my school
friend Ashok Goala on the admission day to the
Degree Classes and we both had taken the same
royal combination of Physics , Chemistry and
Mathematics. He was a good footballer and was
already playing for a professional football club of
Guwahati . Many others from my Pre-University
Classes had also taken their admission that day.
| decided to be more serious in my academics
this time . Ashok had assured me of my berth in
the private tuition classes of Prabal Sen Sir of our
Chemistry Department , he being a neighbour of
Sen Sirin Rehabari.

Annual College Week :

Festive spirit was all around in the air. Arya
Vidyapeeth College was the first college in
Guwahati to have introduced ‘Boxing’ as a
competitive sport in the annual college week and
that remained an attraction for all of us during the
college week , when evenings became thrilling ,
goading our friends in the ring , under flood lights
, to deliver that final winning upper-cut ! | really
enjoyed Arun Hazarika of Rupnagar in the ring ,
who was probably the senior most boxer to land
up in the ring and Joykumar Boro was a charhp !
Until then , | could connect with ‘Boxing’ only vide
that song by Paul Simon and Art Garfunkel —
Boxer , which | loved singing with my dear old
school friend , Sanjay Sahu of Rehabari.
Taekwon-Do was the other attraction , which was
also introduced as a sporting event in the annual

college week for the first time in Guwahati by Arya -

Vidyapeeth College. But somehow | got more
involved in the Fine Arts Exhibition , in the College
Week, year after year. | fondly recollect my
association with Chandan Rabha , who was the
Fine Arts Secretary in the Union Body headed by

Dilip Sankar Saikia, the first candidate from Axom
Jatiyotabadi Yuva Satro Porixod , to have won the
College Election as General Secretary.

The Annual College Week during my first
year of Degree Classes remains memorable for
one more reason. It was in that when for the first
time in the history of the College , we had a
Mountaineering Exhibition in any College Week.
Assam Mountaineering Association (AMA) had
brought its men and equipment for display
amongst the Aryans. | still remember the craze we
had to snuggle into a ‘sleeping bag’ and enjoy the
cozy comforts of a ‘tent’ which was set up inside
Hall 2 , where we had the display , together with a
display of the other mountaineering equipments
used for climbing and descending mountains.
Late Aryan, Hori Rabha was the man behind
organizing that historical exhibition. Little did |
realize then , that the next year , | would be the
person to form “Arya Mountaineer’'s and
Adventurer's Circle” ( AMAC ) and would also
lead the first ever mountaineering expedition of
Arya Vidyapeeth College to Friendship Peak in
Himachal Pradesh . We scaled that peak
successfully , thanks to the co-operation from
Principal Amrik Singh, President of AMAC
Professor Monoranjan Dey, the General Secretary
of Arya Vidyapeeth College Union Body Girindra
Sarmah and the guidance of Ajit Kalita of Assam
Mountaineering Association. Prudence ,
Perseverance and Precaution , the motto of
AMAC, had paid off well | The Sundays during
December throughout my Degree Classes were
all the more memorable for me as we had the
Local Trekking Programme of AMAC to
Bhubaneshwari, Japorigog , Bonda and the last
was the jewel in the crown, which was always in
Umtru in Meghalaya , where we had the river
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crossing training besides the cherished year
ending picnic ! | recollect fondly the enthusiasm
of Anupama Pathak , Bharati Baruah , Aftab Khan,
Sariful Hussain ( Rana ), Ardhendu Sarkar,
Prasanta Sinha, Manab Mihir Pator, Rupjyoti
Thakuria, Deboprotim Lahkar, Ranjan Choudhury
et.al. and what | will never forget was the interest
the Local Trekking generated among all and
sundry Aryans ! My dear friend Lohit Deka an artist
per se , got so enthused one fine December
Sunday , that he climbed a rockfield at Rohini
Kumar Bhuyan Memorial Rockfield at Japorigog
, in his Quo Vadis Sandals , to our great peril !

The Cultural Programmes during the Annual
College Week were always in the safe hands of
Bipul Bora, who was the ‘Voice of Arya Vidyapeeth
College’ and stage management was his passion
and business. Late Pranab Jyoti Sarma and Late
Alok Hazarika were the ‘must haves’ on the stage
with their songs. The legacy of Drama in Arya
Vidyapeeth College was as shining as the Golden
Sun. The Drama titled — Rong , which was
telecast by Doordarshan Guwahati and having my
dear Aryan friend Moni ( now in N F Rail ) is still
vivid in front of my eyes.

For many other of my friends , College Week
gave them the chance of a lifetime to enter the
Girls’ Common Room be it for conducting the
. indoor games for the girls’ or to have a taste of
the items prepared in the Cookery Contest or
simply to cheer up their girl-friends in the sporting
events held there and the Girls’ Common Room
Secretary , Ashmita Saikia was quite benevolent
on the College Week days !

College Elections :
Arya Vidyapeeth College then had a two-

tier system of electing the Union Body Members.

Each Class would first elect Class-
Representatives and the Class-Representatives
would then elect the Union Body Members or the
various Secretaries. The run-up to the College
Elections would start long back with prospective
contenders starting to become extra mellow and
generous with the college canteen bills of their
friends and well-wishers | But after having filed
their nomination papers , the fervor was all the
more palpable. The first challenge was to get the
All Assam Students Union (AASU ) Ticket . The
one election | remember well was when Jagadish
Bhuyan was the President of the Local AASU Unit
of Arya Vidyapeeth College. Getting the AASU
Ticket meant a sure win and Jagadish was the
most sought after man ! But deliberately making
the contest Triangular or Quadrangular was a
strategy quite often adopted to ensure that votes
got divided and the strategist having a cake-walk
in the elections. Campaigning meant staying late
after classes in the college and painting the walls
in and around the Cdllege afterdark , with requests
to vote for the contenders , with iron-oxide. My dear
friend Biren Barman had once contested for the
Major Games Secretary. So one evening he
brought his friends Raju Choudhury , Shyamol

Hazarika , both of whom were my school friends

and Mantu Choudhury , to do the Wall-

Campaigning for him. He fed them to their heart’s

content and gave them the iron-oxide . They did

their job . But next morning Biren was highly

infuriated and the reason was for everybody to

see. His Wall-Campaign read — Vote for Biren

Biren as your Major Games Secretary !!! His

. friends were in high spirits the night before but for

good times or bad times , friends remain friends
. The Election Day is another story altogether and
| can still recall vividly the Election Day , in which
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the fate of Partha Pratim Bharali as General
Secretary of Arya Vidyapeeth College was to be
decided. We slept very late that night as many
final calculation of fate are usually made the night
before | Our most favoured room in the main hostel
to spend the night was the room on the far western
front end of the main hostel in the ground floor. Its
three official occupants were Moromti Bordoloi,
Binanda Saikia and Mrinal Saikia. The Guitar of
Binanda Saikia was a special attraction for me
but the case of it used to be the suitcase of Mrinal
Saikia whenever he had to make a hurried trip to
his hometown - Golaghat. Moromti Bordoloi was
good in debating and my first & last trip to Shillong
on a scooter was with Mrinal Saikia. On the day
of the election , we got up early and rushed to the
college to find the ‘Red Rising—Sun’ stenciled on
many walls of the college campus. The Principal
was appalled . Nobody would dare to white wash
them lest they be shot . We kept on wondering
who could have done that in the wee hours of the
morning ! But we had something to gladden us
too. The entire stretch of both sides of the road
from Sarabhatti Crossroad to the College was
lined up with the Assamese Towels (Gamosa) tied
like a string with bamboo poles , in-between.
Elections in Arya Vidyapeeth College was a
serious business . No wonder we have had so
many Members of Legislative Assembly of Assam
from Arya Vidyapeeth College , Mrinal Saikia and
Binanda Saikia being sitting MLA's and Jagadish
Bhuyan being a former Minister.

The Classes :

Academics was what we came for to the
College but though Cotton College always had an
attraction for us , Arya Vidyapeeth College was

=

the next best option then and | am thankful to it for
having given me eternal friends from Sadiya to
Dhubri . OurAltertive English Class many a times
followed the Zoology Class and our Teacher would
think twice before wiping the black-board clean
as Debnath Sir of Zoology Department would
leave such colourful diagrams of Zoological
Specimen like a fish , drawn with different coloured
chalks on the board , that wiping it clean may be
like wiping Agra clean of the Taj Mahal !

Once my friends from Zoology Major had
been treated with an interesting tea-party. It was
because one of their major-mate had worn
something new. Nothing unusual about that but the
fact was that somebody amongst them had the
probing zoological eyes to even see the size of it
, visible through the thin white fabric of the blouse
. on her back ! Physics , Chemistry and Maths
together with the newly introduced Foundation
Course, for which we never knew what was the
syllabus nor had the books , was a real nightmare
for me . Our Degree Batch being the first batch to
undergo a Three Year Degree Course of Gauhati
University , in the later half of the last century. No
wonder | had to clear a back in Maths but | had a
sincere school friend , Suman Choudhury to help
me out and | being blessed , | blessed my friend
Amarjyoti Das to clear his back in Maths in the
same examination as | and he remains the friend
in need for me , even now . | gave my final step
out of the College Main Gate but not before | looked
back once to see the newly painted gate , done
during the tenure of Sritanu Dev Goswami as
General Secretary , by my dear friend , Lohit Deka
, With the words - “ Tomoshoma Jyotirgamoy...."
, shining bright .m
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THE ROLE OF
LIBRARY IN
EDUCATION

O PRADIP KR. SARMA
Ex. Student

“Libraries are first and for most places where
people can come in contact with books, where

the unique experience of learning can happen”
lvan lilac. '

Library is a collection of books and other
reading materials like News Paper, Magazines
etc. organized in a systematic way for reading and
research etc. The word "Library: is derived from
a Latin word" Librarian" méaning a book place.

In ancient times records were kept in
writing on stone and clay tablets. These stone and
clay tablets are kept in temple. Paper the only
means of writing originated from Papyrus and it
was invented in Chinain 105A.D. by Chihun. The
raw materials usually are used for making Paper
cotton, liner rages , wood, Pulp, espartograss and
straw. The first paper mill in America was
established in Philadelphia in 1690

John Guter berg invented the Printing
Press in 1400 A.D.

The first Public Library was established in
1903 at shillong the then capital of Assam.

There are various types of library in our
country now a days. These are National library,
Academic library, Public library District Library,
Research library etc in India.
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. The National library of India was established
in Calcutta city by British Government in 1836.

There are about 2.2 Million of books of
various languages in the National Library. The
Library as an institute exist for the benefit of a
Particular group of readers . In a public Library
any reader including the students of High School
up to University level may be a member by filling
Up a membership form. Then the librarian of the
library will issue a member card to the applicant
to borrow book. Then the reader may borrow
books for a limited time. If the member wishes
he/ she may again borrow the same book by
reissuing the same . Generally the public library
is a library run by the state Government in the
capital city and District and Sub- Divisional
headquarter level. Students may read their
interesting books in the reading room of
Government library. Besides books, manuscripts,
Journal and other source of Gazetteers, Atlas,
Map, Audio, taps, Video taps, Internet facility etc.
are essential for a library,

Library is the life blood of every educational

institution. For every educational institution an

academic library is an essential thing for the
institute. The first academic library was
established in the United states by John Harvard
atHarvar College in 1638.

The main aim on academic library is to
develop reading habit of the students. Reading
habit of students may be increased by offering him/
her non- curricular books appropriate to the age,
taste and standard based on the Psycological
development. So, in school emphasis for
curriculam and non curriculam reading is 50 : 50.
Fransic Bacon says, " Reading makes a fullman."
The whole collection of books in a library serve

three main purpose- " To Provide for education,
for information and research and for recreation"

Present age in the time of technology.
Students all over the world can collect information
through, cable TV or from other type of electronic
devices.

Library have been consider as' Temple of
knowledge" . So the school library is an essential
thing in secondary school. Books are the main
carriers of knowledge and education. Education
for all under " Sarbasikhsa Abhijan Mission" to
educate all. In the early age of life interest in books
and taste of reading habit among children. For this
purpose parent involvement is necessary to
educate their Children first at home. It was in a
proverb that " Home is the best school and
mother is the best teacher". Every one can get
their first academic lession from his own home.

The aim of secondary school library is to
create above for books, generate interest in
reading them, slowly develops the habit of
reading, spread of reading and method of reading
like serious study. A library is one of the most
effective means of making the materials of
education available to all people. Therefore our
Government should give attention to the
infrastructural development of the school library.

At the secondary level the student of class
Nine and Ten will be directed to use
encyclopaedias, Gazetters etc. besisdes using
reading material for collecting information. The
state Government should take initiative to
establish school library and for this purpose a
separate fund should be kept in the budget
allocation. So that authority can supply reading
materials to study.m
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education as the means of escaping from
manual work. Are the Indians then the lazy people,
insensible to work? No, none can say that they

are. They are as active as any other people of
this world.

There is much to be said about the system
of education under which our students receives
their certificates. The present system is not with-
out faults; raher it is charged with many defects.
There is no vocational bills in our curriculum which
make the students prove to office jobs, specially
acadantic ones, than for works requiring physical
exertin but conducive to one's body and mind.

The system of education in India, is defec-
tive as it is, never caters to the needs of a stu-
dent; simply makes a student an incubus on soci-
ety and unable to help him add to the wealth of
the country by his own labour. Besides failing to
offer he proper nourishment of the latent faculties
of a student, ours is the system of education,
where his merit is judged solely depending uon
his performance in the examination hall during the
session. Four years of academic life in a college,
after which the degree and diplomas are
awarded, the mind of the village boy who may be
the son of an agriculturist, is so badly affected that
it leads him to think beneath his dignity to fall back
to his paternal labour. With an education divorced
from the life and the soil, no way is left for a stu-
dent than wishing and actually knocking at the
doors of the Government and Commercial offices
for a job to execute sitting on a chair beside a
table. But, would not this have been far better as
Gandhiji said, if all students learnt a craft and if
their education be vocation-oriented, right from

the school stage, result in a generation of young
people who would believe in the dignity of labour
and also in the College level continue to combine
the excellences of hand, head and heart.

Thee must be, in order that India should be
technologically, industrially and agriculturally pro-
gressive, a drastic change. This necessary
change is urgently needed. Educationists are try-
ing their best to find out a way and a remedy. But
still now no satisfactory solution is visible. And this
desperately needed change is not being affected
rapidly enough. What are we doing today? Instead
of paying attention to this needed change, we are
showing the irrelevant in the present context and
not yet timely attention to the media of instruction.
The latter is important no doubt. But there are other
things more important and it is also time for us all
to know that we are overlooking a problem really
great. It is a time wen none should ignore the fact
that if we donot handle the younger generation with
the right system of education, the country will never
substantially progress at any time, present or fu-
ture. A through check up of the country is needed
in all its spheres, with a proper diagnosis of the
maladies of its educatin. We should not allow any
more time to pass unused, and plunge head long
to tackle the situatin and handle the rising gen-
eration which is demoralised having its spiritand
fervour chilled under the impact of unemployment
and unplanned education may bring disaster to
the country. We might be baffled by the challenge
of time and unable to cope with for solution— but
let that not come and let us make our students
love labour and embrace all physical and mental
exertions with a willing win for us the place of pride
among the nations of the world. ®
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e PAUSE.

AND_THINK.
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YOUR DIGNITY AND HEALTH
AREN'T PROTECTED OUT IN THE OPEN

Without atoiletathome, youare notonly polluting the environmentbut also exposingyourselvestotheriskofse
lifethreatening diseases. Make alavatoryin yourhome andensurethatyourhealthanddignity remains protected
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Always use a lavatory

Do not defecate in the open
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