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All Assam Principals’ Council.

Open Conference 4th October, 1967 : 7 P.M.,
ARYA VIDYAPEETH COLLEGE, GAUHATL

Welcome Address by the Principal, Arva Vidyapecth College
Gauhati.

Mr. President, Hon’ble Chief Guest, Member-Principals of
the Council, Ladies and Gentlemen present.

As the Principal of the College where the annual conference
of the council is being held, I, at the very outset express my joy
at having this opportunity to welcome you all. Since I happen to
be the Secretary of the council too, I must, in fact, play the
double role of the Secretary and the host throughout the
conference.

I am glad to note here that many distinguished guests have
graced the first ccremoniously held conference of our council by
their presence. I welcome the Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor of Gauhati
University, the Director of Public Instruction, Assam, the
Principals of differcnt colleges of the State and all other guests
who have been kind enough to accept our invitation to be prescnt
in this open conference.

The Principals’ Council was established with a purely
academic objective in view. As persons connected with higher
education in its practical aspects, the Principals have, we feel, an
important role to play in the field of education, and unless there
is a common forum for all of them to meet and discuss things,
they may not be able to do anything concrete for the improvement
of education in the Statc as a whole. With such things in our mind
we established the Principals' Council. Its aims were to strive for
and contribute towards all-round improvement of education in the
State, in general, and of higher education in particular, to work for
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raising the efficiency in teaching and administration, to improve
the standard of discipline in the colleges of Assam, to extend full
co-operation to the Universities by playing an effective role in all
matters concerning academic policiecs and programmes, and to
establish friendly relations with and extend co-operation to other
teachers' organisations and associations striving for similar aims
and objects inside and outside the State.

The Universities in modern times are the torch-bearers in the
world of education, and education is the guiding force behind
progress in all spheres scientific, cultural and spiritual. The future
of the country depends upon the education we give to the young
men and women at present. Therefore, the educationists must
always try to maintain the standard of education and in no
circumstances must allow its deterioration. There is no doubt that
it is the duty of the University to formulate the policies of higher
education and to translate them into action. But thesc policics have
direct bearing upon the affililiated colleges which can be regarded
as smaller units of the University itself. Here arises the necessity
of active co-operation and participation of the teachers of the
affiliated colleges in all-round development of higher education. In
fact, the whole structure of education down from the primary
stage uptlo the post-graduate level is a composite whole and,
therefore, the process of imparting instruction in all stages 1s a
continuous one. So proper co-ordination between different stages
is essential. As such we must always keep in mind the necessity
of maintaining a link between secondary and collegiate education
on onc hand, and collegiate and post-graduate education on the
other.

Moreover, as Principals of different colleges of the State, we
should concentrate our attention to the improvement of collegiate
education and, in doing so, should take into consideration the
standards of secondary and post-graduate levels. Because, while
we have to deal with products of secondary schools, we must
produce students fit for post-graduate education, and teachers fit
for sccondary schools.

In diffcrent stages of education, strcss must be laid on
different things according to the psychological growth of a
student. At the collegiate lcvel emphasis must be given on
understanding and not on memorisation. After all, the act of giving
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a student mere information is not education. Education must bring
out the inner potentialities of a student. He must be able to digest
and assimilate the things he is given and to think and make
conclusions about them himself. To acquire this, a student necds
intensive practice under the constant guidance of his teacher. The
present system of dclivering lectures before a large number of
students in not sufficient in this regard. Tutorial works, group-
discussions and seminars should go side by side with the general
classes.

In tutorial classes the teacher has the opportunity to know
the needs of the individual students and, therefore, can give them
concrcte help. In degree classes, particularly in Honours classes,
group-discussions and paper-wise seminars, if regularly held, will
be of immense help for the student. He then find the opportunity
to express their own opinions about the topic under discussion
and to discuss it freely and openly with the teachers and his
fellow-students. In this process the subject becomes clear to the
student and he also develops his faculty of thinking and of
expressing. Group-discussions and seminars should be regarded
as regular routine-work particularly in the Honours classes and not
as rare occasions of grandeur and cercmony. The method of
giving credit to a student for his performances in the tutorial
classes or the scminars is, to my mind, a sound one, and we, in
fact, have been following it since a few ycars back. This makes
the student serious in his tutorial classes or seminars and prompts
him to take active part in them. In this conncction, I may be
allowed to refer to another method which, along with the one
already mentioned, helps lessen the importance of only one
examination in promoting a student to the next higher class or
sending him to the University examination. This is the practice of
carrying over a certain percentage of marks from the so-called
terminal examinations for the final assessment in the examination
at the end of an academic session. This system of giving
importance to tutorial works or seminars and all the examinations
held during the session has a very good effect upon the students :
it keeps them engaged in study throughout the session. In the
general colleges the students, particularly the arts students lack
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seriousness of purpose and take their studies rather in a leisurely
way. These measures may help to a large extent, in keeping the
students engaged in their studies from the beginning to the end of
the session.

Education, in all its spheres, is in a state of change today. We
have felt thc necessity of a change in the whole pattern of
education and its policies and, attempt has already been made at
the highest level to effect such a change. All of us must contribute
our mite to bring about this revolution in education avoiding
cautiously any possible chaos and confusion. But frequent
changes in syllabi, rules and regulations etc. done by different
Universities, and Boards without proper thinking may adversely
affect education. I am of the opinion that such changes should be
effected very carefully after due consultion with the persons in the
actual working field.

The Present-day world of knowledge is a fast-changing one.
To keep themselves abreast of the recent advancement of
knowledge in their subjects, the teachers should have the
opportunity to attend some short training or reorientation course
now and then. The Summer Institutes organised annually have
been providing much help to a few teachers of certain subjects.
But only a few subjects have been covered under this Scheme.
The University can arrange such courses on all the subjects during
vacation and the teachers of affiliated colleges may thercby be
given the chances of acquainting themselves with the modem
trends of the subject as well as to refresh their knowledge on the
content of the subject by tumn.

In the absence of any specific training for college teachers
such courses will prove helpful both in widening the mental
horizon of the teachers in the subjects concemed and in
enlightening them in the new methods of imparting instructions in
those subjects.

You are all aware of the present controversy over the
medium of instruction in the Universities. However, it is no longer
a controversial matter for us, because we have already accepted
the principle of phased changeover of the medium to the regional
languages. Now we must prepare the ground for this switchover.
For this purpose the University should make an eleborate plan in
consultation with the affiliated colleges for preparation of suitable
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text and reference books. Proper persons should be engaged in
these tasks without further delay.

I wish to draw here your attention to the state of affairs in
collegiate education of Assam, which is certainly not such as to
be complacent with. There is scope for improvement and things
may deteriorate if proper actions are not taken right now. The
growth of educational institutions in the State has not becn in a
planned way. The University may take care at least of the
collegiate education in its growth and development. A high-power
committee should be constituted by the University with proper
representation to study the present state of affairs in collegiate
education and to prepare a comprehensive scheme for its
improvement. This scheme when completed may be submitted to
the State Government and the University Grants Commission for
" proper action.

This committce will ascertain how many undergraduate
colleges should be established during the coming five years in
Arts, Science and Commerce, what amount of money will be
required for maintaining their proper standard, how to get the
resources for the purpose and such other relevant things. This
Committee will also examine the performances of the existing
colleges in various aspects. The policy of University and
Government in this matter should be to encourage the Colleges
which have been consistently doing good work.

We. as administrative heads of the colleges, cannot overlook
the problems of administration tco. We have to perform our
administrative duties under the Governing Body, the University and
the Government. There should be proper co-ordination anongst
them so that status, powers and limitations of Principals become
well-defined. They also should give a thought to the questions of
recruitments, Service conduct rules, the security of service and
retirement benefits and the financial position of the colleges, and
should see if some ways and means can be found out for the
improvement of these “matters.

The problem of student indiscipline has been engaging the
attention of the educationists during the past few years. While this
indiscipline in symptomatic of the general unrest in the country,
the lack of proper facilities in the educational institutions,

insecurity about their future after the completion of their students
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and such other things are no less responsible for it. We may try
to climinate the causes of indiscpline by infusing in the students
a fecling of love for the institution and by establishing a closer
relation between the teachers and the taught. If we can keep the
students engaged in productive and recreational works, the
indiscipline among students, will, at lcast,- be lessened, 1f not
completely removed. We may also form some committees,
associations and clubs with student-members giving them certain
responsiblities for checking acts of indiscipline amongst their
fellow-students. This kind of faith in their good sensec and
recognition of their good work will make them more responsible
and they will help the authority in maintaining, proper discipline
amongst students. In this connection I fecl, moral teachings are
uscful for the students of all stages.

[ also wish to note more with gratitude the contribution of
the generous public in the growth of collegiate education in
Assam. But for their help many colleges would not have been
what they are now. I take this opportunity to express my thanks
to all of them.,

Mr. President, Hon'ble Chief Guest, Ladies and Gentelmen
present, I have taken much of your valuable time in my welcome
address. | could not resist the tcmptation of expressing before
such a distinguished gathering some of my thoughts that came to
my mind in connection with the preparation for this conference of
the Principals' Council. I do feel, that we, who have been engaged
in the field of education, should put our heads together to do
something for the betterment of education in the State.

With these words, I, once again, welcome you all to this
annual conference of the all Assam Principals' Council.

Thanking you all.

Gauhati Giridhar Sarma
The 4th October, 1967 Principal,
Arya Vidyapecth College, Gauhati
&

Secretary, All Assam Principals' Council.
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1. Dr. Pradip Kr. Bhattacharya, Principal, A.V. College - Rs. 20,000/

2. Dr. Mrinal Sarma, Vice Principal, A.V. College - Rs. 20,000/
3. Sri Madan Mohan Sarma (ex-student), Tinsukia -  Rs. 10,000/
4. Bhupen Dutta Sharma, Math Dept, A.V. College - Rs. 10,000/

5. Dilip Ch. Sarma, Ex. HoD, Botany Dept., A.V. College - Rs. 10,000/
6. Dr. Rahul S. Mazumdar, History Dept., A.V. College - Rs. 10,000/-
7. Sumita Bhattacharjee, Bengali Dept, A.V. College - Rs. 10,000/-
8. Dr. Gitanjali Hazarika, Assamese Dept, AV. College - Rs. 10,000/-
9. Dr. Girish Ch. Sarma, Ex. Principal, A.V. College - Rs. 5,000/

10. Dr. Ganesh Choudhury, Chemistry Dept. A.V. College  -Rs. 5,000/-
11. Dr. Arcchana Puzari, Assamese Dept. A.V. College - Rs. 5,000/
12. Chanda Biswas, Economics Dept, A.V. College - Rs. 5,000/

13. Dr. Diteemoni Baruah, History Dept., A.V. College - Rs. 3,000/-

14. Dr. Dalimi Devi (Librarian) A.V. College - Rs. 2,500/
15. Mr. Prasanta Sarma (Member, GST) - Rs. 2,000/
16. Mr. Jitumoni Das, Math. Dept., A.V. College - Rs. 2,000/-
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- The Aryavidyapeeth Academic Campus : 1958
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The Aryavidyapeeth Academic Campus : 1968
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